Freight Rates

volume of imports during the same year amounted to
113,764-6, and exports reached the figure of 156,866-6
tons. The most important exporting centres i.e. places
from which rice was imported into Madras were Orissa,
Central Provinces, Bengal, Bihar and the Punjab, and
the chief importing centres were Mysore, the Nizam's
Dominions and Bombay. Judging from the monthly
figures for traffic available for 1938-39 there seems to be
no very great seasonal pressure of traffic. Nevertheless,
the June and November export figures for rice are much
higher; in 1938 the volume of these was 16,288 9 and
16,019-8 respectively. There is, however, a marked
periodicity in the import traffic, and the months of heavy
traffic for rice imports are December to April. The table
below gives a statistical abstract of this for the year 1938.

Month.

Paddy.

Rice.


	Import.
	Export.
	Import.
	Export.

January
	1,915.6
	136.5
	10,613.4
	13,976.7

February
	4,932.9
	130.1
	12,981.1
	11,603.7

Afareh
	6,698.4
	112.6
	10,789.9
	12,944.1

April
	3,784.1
	132.6
	10,895.5
	10,010.7

May
	5,691.8
	100.0
	8,005.2
	13,095.5

June
	3,931.7
	28.1
	6,691.9
	16,288.9

July
	1,802.8
	91.4
	5,966.7
	13,309.9

August
	891.8
	1,992.6
	6,781.2
	11,222,4

September
	1,551.7
	524.9
	6,552.2
	13,636.7

October
	2,006.1
	669.1
	7,742.2
	14,421.9

November
	1,314.4
	114.3
	6,760.9
	16,019.8

December
	4,438.8
	249.8
	20,047.4
	10,336.3

Total      38,961.1      4,282.0      1,13,764,6      1,56,866.6
Let us now turn to the price of riee. Even the most
casual observer would note that, as compared to the
reigning prices in the early twenties of this century, there
has been a very steep fall in rice values. This fall in
prices is due to the two causes already referred to: the
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